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April 16, 1996
EX PARTE OR LATEFILED

William F. Caton F?E C E ! VF’ D

Acting Secretary

Federal Communications Commission APR 4
1919 M Street, NW, Room 222 o 6 199
Washington, DC 20554 ERAL Couan g
fiicay,
WOFSE&??IZ%MMMSMN

Dear Mr. Caton:

On behalf of the participants of the University of Wisconsin's 18th Annual Early Childhood
Conference in Whitewater Wisconsin, please accept the enclosed document as an ex parte
filing in the Children's Television Act proceeding (Docket No. 93-48).

The enclosed petition, signed by over 600 child educators, parents, and caregivers,
represents a strong call to the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to make
broadcasters accountable to the public whose resources they use. In particular, the petition
urges FCC Commissioners to strengthen the rules implementing the Children's Television
Act by further defining what is meant by "educational” programming and requiring every
station to air a minimum of such programming - such as one hour per day between 7a.m.
and 10p.m. The petitioners also call for strong support of public broadcasting - "a vital
national resource for education and for our children.”

The petition was independently organized and supported by Mr. Bob McGrath, an
internationally known figure in children's broadcasting and presenter at the Annual Early
Childhood Conference. About to begin his 28th season on Sesame Street, McGrath is a
successful recording artist and concert performer whose audiences now encompass two
generations of Sesame Street viewers. A parent of five children and grandparent to five
granddaughters, Mr. McGrath has served as Chairperson of National UNICEF Day, hosted
for two years the World Children's Day at the UN General Assembly, and has been active
in the Variety Children's Charity for over 25 years.

Sincerely,

78

Jgft Chester

xecutive Director Q\‘_
O

cc:  Chairman Reed Hundt Mo.of Copiesrec'd______ *
Commissioner Susan Ness Lict ABCLE
Commissioner Rachelle Chong
Commissioner James Quello

1511 K Street, NW Suite 518 Washington, DC 20005 202-628-2620 Fax: 202-628-2554 cme @ access.digex.net
ol



PETITION FROM THE PARTICIPANTS OF THE
18TH ANNUAL EARLY CHILDHOOD CONFERENCE*
WHITEWATER, WISCONSIN
APRIL 13, 1996

Dear Mr. President, FCC Commissioners, Senators Dole, Pressler,
Representatives Gingrich, Fields, etc.:

We are writing to request that you use your office to promote the full
use of the public airwaves on behalf of our nation’s children. As you know,
the public interest obligations for broadcasters are so vague that they are
practically unenforceable. Mark Fowler called them “legal fiction.”

As America enters the age of digital information, broadcasters argue
that they should receive spectrum for advanced television for free, because
they are public trustees. We, the undersigned, teachers who work with the
young of this nation, urge you to make broadcasters accountable to the public
whose resources they use.

Under the law there are only two special classes of citizens in
broadcasting: politicians and children. Many of you benefit from the explicit
provisions of the law’s Equal Time provision. Certainly our children are also
deserving of similar benefits as authorized by the 1990 Children’s T.V. Act
(MM No. 93-48).

Support FCC Reed Hundt in his efforts to establish a minimum
quantitative requirement for such programming, such as one hour a day
-between 7 and 10 p.m., and to further define the “educational and
informational” programming requirement in the Children’s Television Act.

Support public broadcasting, from early childhood programming to
dedicated classroom instruction. Public broadcasting is a vital national
resource for education and for our children.

We urge you to consider these points for one simple reason: Our
children are the public interest. They are the future of our country.
Broadcasters should honor their needs as the law requires and the public

deserves.
Sincerely,
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“This petition is indtiated and promoted by Bob McGrath Productions, Inc.
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UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN - WHITEWATER
ECC
Bob McGrath (Sessions 317 and 517)

YALE UNIVERSITY FAMILY TELEVISION RESEARCH AND CONSULTATION CENTER
Department of Psychology
Yale University
Box 208205
New Haven, Conn. 06520-8205
(203) 432-4565
Co-Directors: Dorothy G. and Jerome L. Singer
Founded: 1976
Annual budget: variable, based on project
Full-time staff: 4 (hires additional researchers based on project)
Purpose: Conduct research on impact of television on children and youth; provide consultauonandcvaluauonof
programming aimed at youth; advise parents, educators and health care specialists on use of media for child and
adolescent development.
Highlights: Just published Creating Critical Viewers, a television literacy manual for middle- and high school students.

KIDSNET
6856 Eastern Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20012
(202) 291-1400
Founder and Executive Director: Karen Jaffe
Founded: 1984
Annual budget: $300,000
Full-time staff: 4
Purpose: A computerized clearinghouse of audio, video, radio and television programming for young people from
preschool age through high school. Also develops curricular material around television programs for dissemination to
educators, health and social service professionals.
Highlights: In 1992, Jaffe was appointed to the Council of the National Endowment for Children’s Educational Television.

CASEY JOURNALISM CENTER FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
University of Maryland
College Park, MD 20742-7111
(301) 405-2482
Director: Cathy Trost
Founded: 1993
Annual budget: $350,000
Full-time staff: 2
Purpose: To enhance reporting about the issues and institutions affecting disadvantaged children and their families.
Highlights: Annual conference on emerging issues related to children and families.

COALITION FOR QUALITY CHILDREN’S MEDIA
535 Cordova Road, Suite 456

Sante Fe, NM 87501
(505) 989-8076

Publishes a list of endorsed video titles free to parents. Send them a self-addressed, stamped envelope or email to:
kidsfirst@santefe.edu for a copy. The coalition also produces a yearly directory which describes their endorsed titles in detail.
Endorsed videos must contain no gratuitous violence or sexuality; no condescension toward children; no racial, gender, culture or
religious bias; and no physical or verbal abuse.

NATIONAL TELEMEDIA COUNCIL
120 East Wilson Street
Madison, WI 53703
(608) 257-7712
Executive Director: Marieli Rowe
Founded: 1953



National Telemedia Council, continued
Annual Budget: $50,000
Full-time staff: all volunteer
Purpose: To promote critical television-viewing skills and media literacy for children and to link the efforts of teachers,
librarians, media specialists, parents and other care givers in helping children to be in rather than under the control of the
media.
Highlights: Has established a clearinghouse and database consisting of several thousand entries on experts, publications
and resources on media literacy.

CENTER FOR MEDIA EDUCATION l/

1511 K Street, N.W., Suite 518

Waghington, D.C. 20005

(202) 628-2620
Director: Jeffrey Chester
Founded: 1991
Annual budget: $500,000
Full-time staff: 6
Purpose: To improve children’s television programming and monitor compliance with the Children’s Television Act of
1990 through the Campaign for Kids’ TV, a project of the Center started in 1991.
Highlights: The Center’s Maryland Campaign for Kids TV has mobilized the involvement of senior citizens, businesses
and parents in a collaborative public education effort to improve children’s television. The campaign has also produced
report cards grading 15 television stations in Maryland and Washington to encourage their compliance with the
Children’s Television Act.

CENTER FOR MEDIA LITERACY

1962 S. Shenandoah Street

Los Angeles, CA 90034

(213) 9314179
Executive Director and Founder: Elizabeth Thoman
Founded: 1985
Annual Budget: varies between $350,000 to $500,000
Full-time staff: 5
Purpose: To help children and adults prepare for living and learning in a global media culture by translating media
literacy research and theory into practical information, training and education tools for teachers and youth leaders, parents
and care givers of children. '
Highlights: The Center’s largest project to date, a media violence kit titled Beyond Blame: Challenging Violence in the
Media, will be released in November 1994, The kit, a learning series for teachers to use with elementary, middle- and high
school students, is designed to educate them about the myths and truths of violence in the media.

STRATEGIES FOR MEDIA LITERACY
1095 Market Street, Suite 617
San Francisco, CA 94103
(415) 621-2911
Founder and Director: Xathleen Tyner
Founded: 1986
Annual budget: $25,000 to $50,000 (varies)
Full-time staff: 2
Purpose: To promote media education through weeklong media literacy institutes and on line dissemination of media
education resources.

NEW MEXICO MEDIA LITERACY PROJECT
6400 Wyoming N.E.
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109
(505) 828-3129
Director: Bob McCannon
Contact: Erica Hizel
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